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1. This leaflet is intended for guidance on the
safe setting up and operation of a rubbish
chute.

2. A competent person must take responsibility
for the safe use of the rubbish chute.

3. This rubbish chute is designed to provide a
quick, safe method of transferring rubbish
from a roof or similar high place to a rubbish
skip at ground level

4. Plan ahead to ensure a safe operation.

5. The following items of personal protective equipment must be worn as a
minimum - goggles, dust mask - a minimum of FFP2 protection, safety
boots and gloves.

6. This rubbish chute must not be used by minors, or by anyone under the
influence of drugs or alcohol.

7. This rubbish chute is designed for erection and use by an able bodied
adult. Anyone with either temporary or permanent disability must seek
expert advice before using it.

Every effort has been made by HAE/EHA to ensure that the information given in this document and supporting material
is accurate and not misleading. HAE/EHA cannot accept responsibility for any loss or liability perceived

to have arisen from the use of any such document/material. Only Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments
have the force of law and only the courts can authoritatively interpret the law.

READ ENTIRE LEAFLET BEFORE USING RUBBISH CHUTE
There are rules and procedures in force that may require the person responsible

for this equipment to carry out a specific risk assessment.
This leaflet is not a substitute for a properly executed risk assessment.

BLOCKAGES
1. Take care to prevent blockages by

appointing one or more responsible
persons to monitor the use of the chute.

2. Make sure the bottom section of the
chute is a short distance above the
maximum load level in the skip.

3. Any item that has a larger dimension
than the diameter of the chute must not
be passed down the chute.

4. Change to an empty skip before the one
in use becomes overfull.

5. Further use of the chute must be
stopped once a blockage has occurred
until it has been cleared.

6. Blockages most frequently occur at the
bottom section of the chute, because the
skip is too full.

7. Blockages must be cleared only under
the direct supervision of a competent
person, who should make proper
arrangements to:

• support the chute safely;
• prevent injury from falling material;
• ensure that all waste material is collected

in the skips;
• provide a safe working platform if

needed for clearing blockages partway
down the chute;

• obtain whatever extra equipment is
needed to clear the blockage safely.

WARNING !
Never use a blocked rubbish chute. Continuous use when blocked will result in a
build up of material increasing the weight of the assembly and applying additional
forces to the scaffolding, structure or fixing point/bracket.

USING THE RUBBISH CHUTE
1. Keep a close check on the rubbish chute

and all equipment at all times. If any item
appears to be damaged, stop using the
rubbish chute before inspecting it
closely.

2. Do not improvise any replacement for
worn or damaged fittings. Only use
replacements supplied by the hire
company.

3. Make sure that nobody interferes with
the rubbish chute, or does anything that
is likely to damage it.

4. Do not use the chute to pass down
anything that is flammable, or any
materials that are hot and may set fire to
or damage the chute.

5. A competent person must check any
scaffolding once a week. An inspection
of the rubbish chute assembly should
also be carried out.

6. If the rubbish chute does not work
properly, do not try to repair it. Contact
the hire company.

7. You may want to read this leaflet again.
Please keep it until you have finished
work.

Rubbish Chute
WORKAREA
1.Acompetentpersonshouldassessthe

suitabilityofthestructurethattherubbish
chutewillbefixedto.Itmustbeableto
safelysupporttheextraweightimposed
bytheuseofarubbishchute.

2.Ifthechuteistobefixedtoascaffold,the
scaffolderectormustbetoldinadvance
thatarubbishchuteistobeusedin
orderthatprovisioncanbemadeforit.

3.Confirmationmustbesoughtfromthe
scaffolderectorthatthescaffold
assemblyiscapableofsupportingthe
rubbishchuteanditsloadñifthereis
anydoubtthenthescaffolderectormust
bepresentwhenthechuteisbeing
erected.

4.Asuitablemanualorpoweredwinchwill
beneededtoliftthechuteintoposition
asitisassembled.Contactthehire
companyifthisequipmentisrequired.

5.Otherpersonsworkingnearbyand
membersofthepublicmustbegiven
adequateprotectionfromanydanger.
Thismayincludetheprovisionof
barriers,warningsigns,warninglights,
andsuitableoverheadprotectionfrom
fallingdebris.

6.Theremustbeasafeworkingplatformat
thetopofthechutesomaterialscanbe
placedinthechutewithoutdangerof
personsfalling.Contactthehire
companyifhopperisrequired.

OPERATORS
1.Thefollowingitemsofpersonal

protectiveequipment(PPE)arethe
minimumthatshouldbewornwhenever
theequipmentisused.

2.Impactresistantgogglesmustbeworn
whenusingthisequipment.

3.Appropriatedustmask(minimumFFP2
protection)mustbewornwhenworking
withmaterialwhichcausesdust.

4.Asafetyhelmetmustbewornwhen
workingatheightandalwayswhen
workingonaconstructionsite.

5.Safetybootsmustbewornatalltimes
whenworkingwithrubbishchute.

6.Glovesmustbeworntoprotecthands.
7.Anyonewhoisworkingclosebywillalso

needtowearappropriatePPE.

RUBBISHCHUTE
1.Inspecttherubbishchuteandall

equipmentthoroughly.Thisshouldbe
carriedoutpriortofirstuseandona
dailybasisthereafter.

2.Ifanyproblemsareencounteredwiththe
rubbishchuteorotherhiredequipment–
donotuse.Contactthehirecompany
immediately

ERECTINGTHERUBBISHCHUTE
1.Asuitablemanualorpoweredwinchshould

besecuredinpositiontoliftthechute

vertically.

2.Ascaffoldframesystem,suppliedwiththe

chutes,connectstothescaffoldandsupports

thewinchandthecompletedchuteassembly.

Dependentuponmanufacturer,theframewill

eitherattachdirectlytothescaffoldtubing

usingloadbearingcouplersorwillslotintoa

specialbracketwhichisattacheddirectlyto

speciallypositionedscaffoldtubesattachedto

thescaffold.

3.Thesafeworkingload(SWL)ofthewinch

mustbesufficienttolifttherequirednumber

ofchutesections.

4.Thewinchmustonlybeusedforliftingand

loweringtherubbishchute.Itmustnotbe

usedtosupportthechutewhileitisinuse.

5.Ifalongchuteisplannedtobeerected,

contactthehirecompanyregardingthe

maximumnumberofsectionsthatcanbe

connectedtogether.

6.Thechuteisassembledbyaddingsectionsto

thebottom,atgroundlevel.Thewinchisthen

usedtoliftthechutesothatthenextsection

canbeattachedatthebottom.

7.Thechutemustbesecurelyattachedtothe

scaffoldatthetopandtiedtothescaffoldby

suitableloadbearingsupports.These

supportsmustbespacedbetween6metres

and10metresapartalldownthechute.

8.Chains,ropes,andmetalfittingsandclipsthat

areofsuitablestrengthmustbeusedtoattach

thechutes.

9.Thechuteerectorshouldarrangethechute

sectionssothattheyareasnearverticalas

possible.

10.Thechutesectionsshouldnotbeallowedto

restonthescaffoldifpossible.

11.Donotattempttoraiseafullyassembled

chutefromthehorizontalposition.

DISMANTLINGTHERUBBISH
CHUTE
1.Thechuteshouldbedismantledbyreversing

theerectionprocedure.

2.Thechutesectionsshouldberemovedoneby

onefromthebottomandthechutelowered

accordingly.

3.Donotattempttolowerthechuteuntilall

blockagesarecleared,alltie-inpointsarefree

andtheskipisremoved.

WARNING!
Neverattempttoremovearubbishchutefrom
thetoporasacompleteassembly.Theweight
canbeunderestimatedresultinginpersonal
injury/fallfromheight.
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